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News for the week of November 28, 2016 

EWDD YOUTHSOURCE CENTERS A PROVEN SUCCESS, AMONG THE MOST INNOV-
ATIVE, BOLD MUNICIPAL INITIATIVES GLOBALLY, ACCORDING TO A NEW REPORT 

In a newly released report 
by The Center for an Urban 
Future and NYU Wagner, 
funded by the Citi Founda-
tion, the L.A. Youth Source 
Center System was touted 
as one of the 15 initiatives 
globally with a bold urban 
policy and a proven record 
of success.  

The report points out that by stationing educational staff in youth workforce centers, L.A. is 
able to reach high school dropouts and get them back on track to an educational goal. Public 
school staff are stationed on-site to help out-of-school youth develop education plans and 
get back on track for a high school diploma or equivalency.  
The report states “The YouthSource Centers serve many walk-in clients, but their most im-
portant strategy is reaching out to youth on LAUSD’s lists of school dropouts. Virtually all 
American cities, and many others around the world, are struggling to connect with young 
people who have dropped out of high school and bring them back on an educational and ca-
reer track. The YouthSource Center model has much to offer, but is not an easy model to 
properly implement. Establishing the network of brick-and-mortar walk-in centers required a 
substantial commitment of federal youth workforce dollars, in addition to city tax levy fund-
ing, grant support, and in-kind contributions from private employers. Other cities consider-
ing YouthSource may well find it a heavy lift. However, the success of Los Angeles’s program, 
which leverages a robust network of centers to deliver consistent, valued, and developmen-
tally appropriate services to the youth who urgently need them, should provide insight and 
inspiration for other cities.” To read the report go to http://bit.ly/2fAq83S 
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LADF  Receives  $50  million  in  Tax Credits 
Allocation:     The U.S. Treasury Department’s  
Community Development Financial Institu-
tions Fund has awarded the Los Angeles De-
velopment Fund (LADF) $50 million in New 
Markets Tax Credit (NMTC) allocation. In      
total, LADF has been awarded $175 million in 
NMTCs since the program’s first allocation in 

2008 to stimulate economic development through investment capital for low-income com-
munities.  
“We are thrilled to be a recipient of $50 million in NMTCs”, said Rushmore Cervantes, Presi-
dent of the LADF. “This reflects the catalytic economic investment that’s needed in our City 
and speaks to the impact of LADF’s prior NTMC investments, spurring development and cre-
ating much needed, good paying jobs. LADF will allocate these tax credits in projects that 
will have the greatest impact on the local economy and create the highest number of quality 
permanent jobs.” 
Since its founding, the LADF has used New Markets Tax Credits to finance nine projects to 
help promote community and economic development in the City of Los Angeles. These 
projects added 420,000 square feet of new space and rehabilitated 710,000 square feet of 
existing space for retail, industrial, office, and community uses. The projects created 1,200 
new permanent direct jobs and 420 new permanent indirect jobs, as well as helped retain 
660 permanent direct jobs. The projects also generated a total of 2,070 construction jobs. 
 

South Los Angeles success story: Lajuana Render is the 
owner of a small convenience store in South Los Angeles. 
Having been a long time resident of South Los  Angeles, she 
recognized the lack of access that local low/moderate in-
come families had to fresh produce and dairy. With over    
10 years of experience in retail and with an idea - to fill a 
local retail gap, she came to the Central West Business-
Source Center to find out how to apply for a business loan    
to start her own business. Central West business consultants 
were able to meet her needs by assisting her in applying   
for a Cal Freshwork loan of $10,000. After successfully     
obtaining the loan, she purchased a refrigeration unit which 
she will use to sell fresh produce at her store,                
Wey Up Market at 3148  W. Florence Ave., LA.,CA 90043. 

!  2
Building local business. Strengthening our workforce.



!

Green Foundation Helps Youth with $25,000 Grant: For the second year in a row the Green 
Foundation has granted $25,000 to the Hire LA’s Youth campaign. This grant will be used to 
connect 10 young Los Angeles residents with employment. The Foundation focuses on institu-
tions that provide hope and support to those least able to help themselves as well as the 
general community; including children, adolescents, the elderly, the homeless, and families 
who struggle with domestic abuse. 

BUSINESS SOURCE METRICS: 

Due to the short Holiday week last week, the Workforce metrics will resume next week.                                                              

  

“Updates” is produced by EWDD’s communications department. If you have questions, comments or wish to contribute to 
an upcoming “Updates,” please contact Michael Cole at 213-744-7333 or at michael.cole@lacity.org.
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